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SECTOR 
ALLOCATION
PROPOSAL 
REQUIREMENTS AND
PROCEDURES
This information sheet is only a summary of applicable fishing regulations and is not a substitute
for the actual regulations which can be found at 50 CFR Part 648.

Application for Sector Allocation:

Any person may submit a Sector allocation proposal for a group of limited access Northeast (NE)
multispecies vessels to the New England Fishery Management Council (Council).  A sector
allocation proposal must be submitted at least 1 year in advance of the start of a sector.  Upon
receipt of a Sector allocation proposal, the Council must decide whether to initiate a framework.   
Vessels that do not join a Sector would remain subject to the NE multispecies regulations for non-
Sector vessels.

General requirements applicable to all Sector allocations:
All Sectors must comply with the conditions and the following restrictions:
1. The framework adjustment must be based on either a total allowable catch limit (hard TAC),

or a maximum days-at-sea (DAS) usage limit for all vessels with a target TAC.
2. A Sector shall be allocated no more than 20 percent of a stock’s TAC, unless otherwise

authorized by the Council.
3. Allocation of catch or effort shall be based upon documented accumulated catch histories of

the harvested stock(s) for each vessel electing to fish in a Sector, for the 5-year period prior
to submission of a Sector allocation proposal to the Council.  Documented catch shall be
based on dealer landings reported to NOAA Fisheries. 

4. Landings histories for Sectors formed to harvest Georges Bank (GB) cod during the period
2004 through 2007 shall be based on fishing years 1996 through 2001.

5. The Sector allocation proposal must contain an appropriate analysis that assesses the impact
of the proposed Sector, in compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).

6. Once a hard TAC allocated to a Sector is projected to be exceeded, Sector operations will be
terminated for the remainder of the fishing year. 

7. Should a hard TAC allocated to a Sector be exceeded in a given fishing year, the Sector’s
allocation will be reduced by the overage in the following fishing year, and the Sector may
be subject to enforcement action.  If the Sector exceeds its TAC in more than 1 fishing year,
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the Sector’s share may be permanently reduced, or the Sector’s authorization to operate may
be withdrawn.  

8. If a hard or target TAC allocated to a Sector is not exceeded in a given fishing year, the
Sector’s allocation of TAC or DAS will not be reduced for the following fishing year as a
result of an overage of a hard or target TAC by non-compliant Sectors or by non-Sector
vessels. 

9. Unless otherwise specified, all vessels fishing under an approved Sector must adhere to the
following NE multispecies management measures:  Permitting restrictions, reporting and
recordkeeping requirements, gear restrictions designed to minimize habitat impacts, and
year-round closed areas. 

10. Approved Sectors must submit an annual year-end report to NOAA Fisheries and the
Council, within 60 days of the end of the fishing year, that summarizes the fishing activities
of its members, including harvest levels of all federally managed species by Sector vessels,
enforcement actions, and other relevant information required to evaluate the performance of
the Sector.

11. Once a vessel signs a binding contract to participate in a Sector, that vessel must remain in
the Sector for the remainder of the fishing year.

12. Vessels that fish under the DAS program outside the Sector allocation in a given fishing year
may not participate in a Sector during that same fishing year, unless the Operations Plan
provides an acceptable method for accounting for DAS used prior to implementation of the
Sector.

13. Once a vessel has agreed to participate in a Sector, that vessel must remain in the Sector for
the entire fishing year.  If a permit is transferred by a Sector participant during the fishing
year, the new owner must also comply with the Sector regulations for the remainder of the
fishing year.

14. Vessels removed from a Sector for violation of the Sector rules will not be eligible to fish
under the NE multispecies regulations for non-Sector vessels specified under this part.

Operations Plan and Sector Contract:
Each Sector must submit an Operations Plan and Sector Contract to the Regional Administrator at
least 3 months prior to the beginning of each fishing year.  The Operations Plan must contain at
least the following elements:
1. A list of all parties, vessels, and vessel owners who will participate in the Sector;
2. A contract signed by all Sector participants indicating their agreement to abide by the

Operations Plan;
3. The name of a designated representative or agent for service of process;
4. If applicable, a plan for consolidation or redistribution of catch or effort, detailing the

quantity and duration of such consolidation or redistribution of catch or effort within the
Sector;

5. Historic information on the catch or effort history of the Sector participants, and any
additional historic information specified in the framework adjustment;

6. A plan and analysis of the specific management rules the Sector participants will agree to
abide by in order to avoid exceeding the allocated TAC (or target TAC under a DAS
allocation), including detailed plans for enforcement of the Sector rules, as well as detailed
plans for the monitoring and reporting of landings and discards;

7. A plan that defines the procedures by which members of the Sector that do not abide by the
rules of the Sector will be disciplined or removed from the Sector, and a procedure for
notifying NOAA Fisheries of such expulsions from the Sector; 
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8. If applicable, a plan of how the TAC or DAS allocated to the Sector is assigned to each
vessel;

9. If the Operations Plan is inconsistent with, or outside the scope of the NEPA analysis
associated with the Sector proposal/framework, a supplemental NEPA analysis may be
required with the Operations Plan.

10. The sector and all participants in the sector would be jointly and severally liable for any
violations of applicable Federal fishery regulations.

Approval of a Sector by the Regional Administrator:
Once the submission documents specified above have been determined to comply with the
requirements listed above, NOAA Fisheries will solicit public comment on the Operations Plan for
at least 15 days, through notification in the Federal Register.  Upon review of the public comments,
the Regional Administrator, in consultation with the Council, may approve or disapprove Sector
operations, through a final determination consistent with the Administrative Procedure Act.

The Regional Administrator may exempt participants in the Sector, from any Federal fishing
regulations necessary to allow such participants to fish in accordance with the Operations Plan, with
the exception of the following measures for Sectors based on a hard TAC:  Year-round closure
areas, permitting restrictions (e.g., vessel upgrades, etc.), gear restrictions designed to minimize
habitat impacts (e.g., roller gear restrictions, etc.), and reporting requirements (not including DAS
reporting requirements). 

This is a simplified summary of the measures in effect under the NE Multispecies Fishery Management Plan.  You
should also get a copy of the official rules as published in the Federal Register.


